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METHOD, APPARATUS AND SYSTEM FOR
CONTROLLING ACCESS POINTS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/CN2009/071816, filed on May 15, 2009,
which is hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to communication technolo-
gies, and in particular to a method, an apparatus and a system
for controlling access points (APs).

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

With the rapid development of a wireless network technol-
ogy, a Wireless Fidelity (WiFi) technology, as a short distance
wireless communication technology, has been widely favored
by users based on its advantages such as high transmission
speed and long effective distance. An AP, as a bridge for
connecting a wireless network and a wired network, is the
core of the wireless network, and its main function is to
connect wireless network clients together and then to connect
the wireless network to the wired network, for example, the
Ethernet. Currently, the AP has become one of the main
approaches to wireless Internet access for users, and APs are
configured in many public places such as airport lounges and
cafes.

Currently, a bandwidth for wireless Internet access using
the AP may be up to 54 Mbps. The coverage of the AP is
usually 100 meters, and this range may accommodate thou-
sands of people and even ten thousand people. However, if
1000 users access Internet through one AP at the same time,
the bandwidth assigned to each user is only 54 Kbps. As a
result, the users access Internet at a very low speed and even
cannot enjoy multimedia services. Meanwhile, if the number
of'users within the same coverage area is relatively small, and
when multiple APs covering the area is turned on at the same
time, superfluous APs inevitably cause unnecessary power
consumption. Therefore, it is required to implement control
over APs according to actual situations. When service traffic
is relatively large, it is required to turn on other APs to provide
sufficient bandwidth for each user; and when service traffic is
relatively small, it is required to turn off a certain AP or some
APs, so as to save the unnecessary power consumption caused
by the supertluous APs. In the prior art, the APs are controlled
to be turned on or off manually, so that the APs in the same
coverage area can be controlled. However, such a manner
needs to make real-time statistics on the number of users and
the working condition of the APs in the area manually, and
APs cannot be controlled to be turned on or off automatically,
resulting in higher labor costs and affecting the work effi-
ciency.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention is directed to pro-
vide a method, an apparatus and a system for controlling APs,
s0 as to automatically control to turn on or off APs in the same
coverage area according to service traffic, utilize resources
rationally, save labor costs at the same time, and improve the
work efficiency.
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To achieve the forgoing objectives, an embodiment of the
present invention provides a method for controlling APs,
which includes:

receiving load information on working APs in a coverage
area;

judging a current overall capacity of the coverage area
according to the load information; and

controlling APs in the coverage area according to a judg-
ment result.

An embodiment of the present invention provides another
method for controlling APs, which includes:

receiving, by a primary working AP, load information on
secondary working APs in a coverage area;

judging, by the primary working AP, a current overall
capacity of the coverage area according to own load informa-
tion and load information on the secondary working APs; and

controlling, by the primary working AP, APs in the cover-
age area according to a judgment result.

An embodiment of the present invention provides a net-
work management server, which includes:

a first receiving module, configured to receive load infor-
mation on working APs in a coverage area;

a first judgment module, configured to judge a current
overall capacity of the coverage area according to the load
information received by the first receiving module; and

a first control module, configured to control APs in the
coverage area according to a judgment result of the first
judgment module.

An embodiment of the present invention further provides a
primary working AP, which includes:

a second receiving module, configured to receive load
information on secondary working APs in a coverage area;

a second judgment module, configured to judge a current
overall capacity of the coverage area according to load infor-
mation on the primary working AP and the load information
on the secondary working APs received by the second receiv-
ing module; and

a second control module, configured to control APs of the
coverage area according to a judgment result of the second
judgment module.

An embodiment of the present invention provides a system
for controlling APs, which includes:

a network management server, configured to receive load
information on one or more working APs in a coverage area,
judge a current overall capacity of the coverage area accord-
ing to the load information, and send a turn-off instruction
message or a turn-on instruction message according to a
judgment result;

the one or more working APs, configured to send the load
information, and be turned off according to the turn-off
instruction message; and

one or more non-working APs, configured to be turned on
according to the turn-on instruction message.

An embodiment of the present invention provides another
system for controlling APs, which includes:

a primary working AP, configured to receive first load
information on secondary working APs in a coverage area,
judge a current overall capacity of the coverage area accord-
ing to the first load information and own load information,
and control APs in the coverage area according to a judgment
result;

one or more of the secondary working APs, configured to
send the first load information to the primary working AP, and
be turned off under control of the primary working AP; and

one or more non-working APs, configured to be turned on
under control of the primary working AP.
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According to the method, apparatus and system for con-
trolling APs provided by the embodiments of the present
invention, a network management server receives load infor-
mation on working APs in the same coverage area, judges a
current capacity according to the load information, controls to
turn on non-working APs in the coverage area when the
current capacity is larger than a preset upper capacity limit,
and controls to turn off a certain working AP by sending a
turn-off instruction message to the working APs when the
current capacity is smaller than a preset capacity lower limit,
which automatically controls to turn on or off the APs in the
same coverage area according to the service traffic, utilizes
resources rationally, saves labor costs at the same time, and
improves the work efficiency.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a flow chart of an embodiment of a method for
controlling APs according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of another embodiment of a method
for controlling APs according to the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart of another embodiment of a method
for controlling APs according to the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a flow chart of another embodiment of a method
for controlling APs according to the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of an embodiment
of a network management server according to the present
invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of an embodiment
of a primary working AP according to the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a schematic structural diagram of an embodiment
of'alocal area network switch according to the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 8 is a schematic structural diagram of a control device
in the embodiment of alocal area network switch according to
the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of a connection mode in an
embodiment of a control device in an embodiment of a local
area network switch according to the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a schematic structural diagram of an embodi-
ment of a system for controlling APs according to the present
invention; and

FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of another
embodiment of a system for controlling APs according to the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

The technical solutions of the present invention are
described in further details below with reference to the
accompanying drawings and embodiments.

FIG. 1 is a flow chart of an embodiment of a method for
controlling APs according to the present invention. As shown
in FIG. 1, this embodiment describes the method for control-
ling APs from the network management server side, and the
method for controlling APs provided by this embodiment
includes the following steps.

Step 101: A network management server receives load
information on working APs in a coverage area.

In this embodiment, a network management server is
added to control APs in the same coverage area, and the
network management server receives load information on one
or more working APs in the coverage area. Multiple APs may
exist in the same coverage area, where some APs are in a
working state, and some APs are in an idle state. The idle state
may be a turn-off state, or may be a dormant state with low
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power consumption and capable of being activated remotely.
In this embodiment, APs in the working state are called work-
ing APs, and APs in the idle state are called non-working APs.
The working APs may also be categorized into a primary
working AP and secondary working APs. This embodiment is
applicable to the situation where the APs are categorized into
the primary AP and secondary APs as well as the situation
where the APs are not categorized into the primary AP and
secondary APs. The load information may be information on
user number and bandwidth of the working APs, for example,
the load information received by the network management
server may be <maximum supported user number, current
user number>, or <maximum available bandwidth, assigned
bandwidth>, or <association failure> information, or any
combination of the above information.

Step 102: The network management server judges a current
overall capacity of the coverage area according to the load
information.

The network management server judges a current overall
capacity of the coverage area according to the received load
information on the working APs, and controls an on state or
off state of working APs and non-working APs according to a
judgment result. The current overall capacity of the coverage
areamay be obtained according to the load information on the
working APs; if the received load information on the working
APs is <maximum supported user number, current user num-
ber>, through statistics processing on the load information,
the current overall capacity of the coverage area may be
<current user number/maximum supported user number>,
where the current user number and the maximum supported
user number are respectively a sum of access user number and
supported user number of the working APs in the coverage
area, or may be <assigned bandwidth/maximum available
bandwidth>, or legal association failure events caused by
insufficient bandwidth. If the maximum supported user num-
ber of the working APs in the coverage area is 10 and the
current user number is 9, the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is 0.9.

Step 103: The network management server controls APs in
the coverage area according to a judgment result.

The network management server controls APs in the cov-
erage area according to a judgment result on the current
overall capacity of the coverage area. Specifically, the net-
work management server may send a turn-on instruction mes-
sage to a non-working AP to control to turn on the non-
working AP, and the non-working AP returns a turn-on
response to the network management server after being
turned on and notify the network management server that the
turn-on instruction has been performed successfully. Simi-
larly, the network management server may send a turn-off
instruction message to a working AP to control to turn off the
working AP, and the working AP migrates users on the work-
ing AP to other working APs, turns off automatically, returns
a turn-oft response to the network management server, and
notifies the network management server that the turn-off
instruction has been performed successfully. The turn-on
instruction message carries device identification information
on the non-working AP, or information capable of identifying
the AP such as a MAC address or an IP address; the turn-off
instruction message carries device identification information
on the working AP or information such as a MAC address or
an IP address. The APs are controlled to be turned on or off
according to the device identification information on the APs,
or information such as the MAC address or IP address.

This embodiment provides a method for controlling APs,
where a network management server receives load informa-
tion on working APs in the same coverage area, judges a
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current capacity according to the load information, and con-
trols to turn on or off the APs according to a judgment result,
which automatically controls to turn on or off APs in the same
coverage area according to the service ftraffic, utilizes
resources rationally, saves labor costs at the same time, and
improves the work efficiency.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of another embodiment of a method
for controlling APs according to the present invention. As
shown in FIG. 2, this embodiment provides a method for
controlling APs, and implements control over APs through an
independent control device on the basis of the above embodi-
ment, which specifically includes the following steps.

Step 201: A network management server receives load
information on working APs in a coverage area.

The network management server receives load information
on one or more working APs in the coverage area. The load
information may be reported to the network management
server periodically through the working APs, that is, the
working APs report their load information to the network
management server periodically or when data changes or an
event occurs. Alternatively, the load information may be
obtained by sending a polling message to the working APs
through the network management server, that is, the network
management server sends a polling message to the working
APs actively, and acquires the load information on the work-
ing APs through the polling message.

Step 202: The network management server judges accord-
ing to the load information whether a current overall capacity
of'the coverage area is larger than an upper limit of an overall
capacity and whether the current overall capacity is in a rising
trend, and: if the current overall capacity of the coverage area
is larger than the upper limit of the overall capacity and the
current overall capacity is in a rising trend, step 203 is per-
formed; if the current overall capacity of the coverage area is
not larger than the upper limit of the overall capacity and the
current overall capacity is not in a rising trend, step 204 is
performed.

The network management server controls APs according to
a judgment result on the current overall capacity of the cov-
erage area, controls to turn on one non-working AP in the
coverage area when judging that the current overall capacity
is larger than an upper limit of an overall capacity, and con-
trols to turn off one working AP in the coverage area when
judging that the current overall capacity is smaller than a
lower limit of the overall capacity. The upper limit of the
overall capacity and the lower limit of the overall capacity
may be set previously according to actual situations. If per-
centage is taken as a unit, the upper limit of the overall
capacity may be set to 80% and the lower limit of the overall
capacity may be set to 30% on the basis of the method for
calculating the current overall capacity introduced in the
above embodiment.

Furthermore, when the network management server con-
trols the APs according to the judgment result, in addition to
the relation between the current overall capacity of the cov-
erage area and the preset upper limit and lower limit of the
overall capacity, achange trend of the current overall capacity
is also taken into consideration. When it is judged that the
current overall capacity of the coverage area is larger than the
upper limit of the overall capacity and that the current overall
capacity is in a rising trend, it indicates that the load of the
coverage area gradually increases and the service traffic in the
coverage area is relatively large. The current overall capacity
here may be load number of the coverage area, that is, the
number of users accessing the coverage area currently. When
the trend of the current overall capacity is judged, the number
of users accessing the coverage area in a certain time period
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may be monitored. On the assumption that the time period is
set to one minute, the number of users accessing the coverage
area is monitored every other minute. On the assumption that
the number of users monitored for the first time is 40, the
second time is 60, and the third time is 80, it is evident that the
current overall capacity of the coverage area is in a rising
trend. Alternatively, when it is found that the current overall
capacity exceeds the upper limit of the overall capacity, the
overall capacity for the last few periods is checked by return-
ing to the stored history data to judge the trend of the overall
capacity, and the judgment method is the same as the above,
which is not described in detail here. To ensure the bandwidth
demands of the users, it is required to turn on a non-working
AP in an idle state in the same coverage area to share the
service traffic, and step 203 is performed; if it is not required
to turn on a non-working AP in an idle state in the same
coverage area to share the service traffic, step 204 is per-
formed, step 204 is performed, and it is required to further
judge the current overall capacity.

Step 203: The network management server sends a turn-on
instruction message to a control device, and controls to turn
on the non-working AP designated by the turn-on instruction
message through the control device.

When it is judged that the current overall capacity in the
same coverage area is larger than the preset upper limit of the
overall capacity and the service traffic is still rising, it is
indicated that the service traffic in the coverage area is rela-
tively large and the current working APs cannot admit new
users, and it is required to turn on an AP in the idle state to
share the load of the working APs, so as to ensure the band-
width demands of the users. In this embodiment, a control
device is added between the network management server and
the APs for controlling to turn on or off the APs. The control
device at least includes a communication interface, a control
port, and a Central Processing Unit (CPU). The control device
is connected to a network through the communication inter-
face to communicate with the network management server,
and is connected to the APs in the coverage area through the
control port, so as to implement control over the APs. When
judging that it is required to turn on an AP in the idle state, the
network management server sends a turn-on instruction mes-
sage to the control device, and the turn-on instruction mes-
sage carries device identification information on a non-work-
ing AP or information such as a MAC address or an IP
address. After receiving the turn-on instruction message, the
control device parses the message to acquire the device iden-
tification information on the non-working AP or information
such as the MAC address or [P address carried in the message,
and controls to turn on corresponding non-working AP
according to the device identification information or the
information such as the MAC address or IP address.

Specifically, in step 203, the controlling to turn on the
non-working AP designated by the turn-on instruction mes-
sage through the control device may include: acquiring, by
the control device, the device identification information on
the non-working AP to be controlled or information such as
the MAC address or IP address from the received turn-on
instruction message sent by the network management server,
searching for a corresponding control port according to the
device identification information or the information such as
the MAC address or IP address, sending a turn-on signal to a
non-working AP in a coverage area connected with the con-
trol port through the control port, and controlling to turn on
the non-working AP by controlling a power switch relay in
the non-working AP through the turn-on signal. The turn-on
signal may be a pulse signal, a level signal, and the like. The
turn-on signal in the following embodiments is also a pulse
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signal, a level signal, and the like, and is not described in
detail here. A relay is set in the non-working AP to be con-
trolled, and the control device closes the power switch relay in
the AP to power on the AP. When the control device controls
to turn on the AP by using a turn-on pulse or level signal, a
connection line between the control port of the control device
and the AP is an ordinary cable, and the controlled AP may be
powered off thoroughly without supporting a dormant mode.

Specifically, in step 203, the controlling to turn on the
non-working AP designated by the turn-on instruction mes-
sage through the control device may include: acquiring, by
the control device, the device identification information on
the non-working AP to be controlled or the information such
as the MAC address or IP address from the received turn-on
instruction message sent by the network management server,
searching for a corresponding control port according to the
device identification information or the information such as
the MAC address or IP address, sending a remote wake-up
frame to a non-working AP in a coverage area connected with
the control port through the control port, and starting the
non-working AP through the remote wake-up frame. The
remote wake-up frame is a special Media Access Control
(MAC) frame, which designates a MAC address and a turn-on
tag word. The turn-on tag word is generated by the AP and is
sent to the network management server actively in the first
running or set in the network management server by other
means, and the turn-on tag word is included in the turn-on
instruction message sent by the network management server.
Also, the control device in the coverage area may store the
turn-on tag word, and when it is required to start the AP
through the remote wake-up frame, the control device finds a
corresponding turn-on tag word through a device identifier of
the AP in the turn-on instruction message, so as to send the
remote wake-up frame to the designated AP to control to turn
on the AP. When the control device controls to turn on the AP
by using a remote wake-up frame, the control port of the
control device is a network port, a connection line between
the control device and the AP is a network cable, and the
controlled AP cannot be powered off thoroughly and needs to
support a dormant mode. It should be noted that, persons
skilled in the art may understand that, the remote wake-up
frame may have different specific implementations, which is
not the focus of the embodiments of the present invention, and
the details about this technology are not described here.

In step 203, the control device may also turn on the AP
remotely by using a ZigBee technology. The ZigBee technol-
ogy is a short-range wireless communication technology with
a low rate and low power consumption, and is particularly
suitable for control. When the AP is controlled to be turned on
by using the ZigBee technology, the control device and the AP
need a ZigBee communication module respectively, and it is
unnecessary to connect a control cable. The controlling to
turn on the non-working AP designated by the turn-on
instruction message through the control device may include:
acquiring, by the control device, the device identification
information on the non-working AP to be controlled or the
information such as the MAC address or IP address from the
received turn-on instruction message sent by the network
management server after processing of the CPU of the control
device, further finding information on a ZigBee address of the
ZigBee communication module of the non-working AP, and
sending the turn-on instruction message to the ZigBee com-
munication module of the control device through an internal
circuit of the control device. The ZigBee communication
module of the control device sends a ZigBee signal to the
ZigBee communication module of the non-working AP cor-
responding to the ZigBee address by means of a wireless link,
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and after receiving the ZigBee signal, the ZigBee communi-
cation module of the non-working AP sends a pulse or level
signal to a turn-on circuit of the AP, so as to control to turn on
a main circuit of the AP. The turn-on signal may be a pulse
signal, a level signal, and the like. A relay is set in the non-
working AP to be controlled, and the ZigBee communication
module inputs a pulse or level to close the relay, so as to turn
on the AP. The ZigBee communication module of the AP
needs to be capable of receiving an instruction even if the AP
does not work. Therefore, the ZigBee communication mod-
ule of the AP needs power all the time, which may be supplied
by a battery or a power adapter attached to the AP; however,
the ZigBee communication module of the control device may
not use a battery to supply power, and the control device uses
its own power when being connected to a power supply.

Furthermore, the control device may also be embedded in
a local area network switch. When the control device is
embedded in a local area network switch, the communication
port of the control device for communication with the net-
work management server is disposed in the switch and is
connected to a downlink Ethernet port of the switch, and the
control device controls control ports of the APs to multiplex
output ports of the local area network switch with other down-
link Ethernet ports of the local area network switch. At this
time, the control device, as an independent module in the
local area network switch, is configured as a control device
module, which has its own MAC address and IP address and
includes all components of the control device, such as the
CPU, communication interface, and control port.

In one embodiment of the present invention, a switching
module of the local area network switch including the control
device module may share the CPU with the control device
module. The local area network switch is accessed to the
network through an uplink network port, and receives mes-
sages from the network and sends messages to the network
through the uplink network port, including receiving a turn-
on instruction message and a turn-off instruction message
from the network management server. Multiple downlink
Ethernet ports are included in the local area network switch,
where some of the Ethernet ports are connected to external
interfaces of the local area network switch through internal
connection lines, so as to connect external Ethernet devices,
and one of the Ethernet ports is connected to the communi-
cation interface of the control device module through the
internal connection line, and is configured to transmit the
turn-on instruction message and the turn-off instruction mes-
sage sent from the network management server to the control
device module. The control port of the control device module
is connected to other external interfaces of the local area
network switch respectively, so as to implement connection to
the APs through the external interfaces of the local area net-
work switch. The external interfaces of the local area network
switch and network ports of the APs may implement infor-
mation interaction through category-5 cables, and the cat-
egory-5 cables have 4 pairs (8 wires) in total, where only 2
pairs (4 wires) are used in practice. In this embodiment, the
control device is embedded into the local area network
switch, and the control device may use one pair of idle wires
in the cables to serve as a control line through the connection
between the local area network switch and the APs, which
may save a connection cable.

In this embodiment, the control device is embedded into
the local area network switch, so that the local area network
switch and the control device are disposed in the network as
a whole, which saves physical space occupied by superfluous
hardware devices and does not affect the control of the control
device over the APs at the same time.
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Step 204: The network management server judges accord-
ing to the load information whether the current overall capac-
ity of the coverage area is smaller than a lower limit of the
overall capacity and whether the current overall capacity is in
a non-rising trend, and: if the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is smaller than the lower limit of the overall
capacity and the current overall capacity is in a non-rising
trend, step 205 is performed; if the current overall capacity of
the coverage area is not smaller than the lower limit of the
overall capacity and the current overall capacity is not in a
non-rising trend, the process ends.

The network management server acquires the current over-
all capacity of the coverage area according to the received
load information on the working APs, and the specific acquir-
ing method may be the method described in the above
embodiment, that is, judging the current overall capacity of
the coverage area, and after judging that the current overall
capacity is smaller than a preset upper limit of the overall
capacity, continuing to judge whether the current overall
capacity is smaller than a preset lower limit of the overall
capacity and whether the current overall capacity is in a
non-rising trend. The non-rising trend may be that the overall
capacity of the coverage area is in a stable state, that is, the
load number thereof is basically unchanged in a period of
time, and the non-rising trend may also be that the overall
capacity of the coverage area is in a falling state and the load
of'the coverage area gradually decreases. The current overall
capacity here may be the load number of the coverage area,
that is, the number of users accessing the coverage area cur-
rently, and the trend of the current overall capacity may be
judged by monitoring the number of users accessing the cov-
erage area in a certain time period. On the assumption that the
time period is set to one minute, the number of users access-
ing the coverage area is monitored every other minute. On the
assumption that the number of users monitored for the first
time is 40, the second time is 60, and the third time is 80, it is
evident that the current overall capacity of the coverage area
is in a rising trend. When it is judged that the current capacity
is smaller than a lower capacity limit and that the capacity is
in a non-rising trend, it is indicated that the service traffic in
the coverage area is relatively small, and one or more working
APs may be turned off and users thereon may be migrated
onto other working APs, so as to avoid a waste of resources.
If the current overall capacity is not lower than the preset
lower capacity limit, it indicates that the current service traffic
is in a normal state, and therefore, the process ends.

Furthermore, the network management server may also
judge a current capacity of each working AP respectively. If
the network management server, upon judgment, finds that a
current capacity of a certain working AP is smaller than a
preset lower capacity limit, it is indicated that the load of the
working AP is always light, for example, the working AP
always has one or two users, and finds that the overall capacity
of the coverage area is not in a rising state, users on the
working AP may be migrated onto other APs in the same
coverage area, and the particular working AP may be turned
off. The lower capacity limit here is different from the above-
mentioned lower limit of the overall capacity, because the
lower limit of the overall capacity is directed to all working
APs in the coverage area, while the lower capacity limit is
directed to a single working AP.

Step 205: The network management server sends a turn-off
instruction message to one working AP in the coverage area,
and controls to turn off the working AP according to the
turn-off instruction message.

When it is judged that the current overall capacity in the
coverage area is smaller than a preset lower capacity limit, or
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a capacity of a certain AP is always small, and the current
overall capacity is in a non-rising trend, it is indicated that the
service traffic in the coverage area is relatively small and the
number of APs turned on currently is relatively large, and it is
required to turn off a certain AP therein to save resources.
Specifically, the network management server sends a turn-off
instruction message to one working AP in the coverage area,
where the turn-off instruction message may carry an IP
address or other identification information on a destination
AP to which the load is migrated, and the number of the
migration destination AP may be one or more. After receiving
the turn-off instruction message, the working AP firstly
migrates the users connected thereto onto other APs desig-
nated by the turn-off instruction message or found by itself.
The specific migration process is not the focus of the embodi-
ments of the present invention, and persons skilled in the art
may refer to existing technical standards to implement the
migration or define the implementation process. After com-
pleting user migration, the AP to be turned off may return a
turn-off response to the network management server to indi-
cate that the turn-off operation is completed, and then is
turned off automatically. It should be noted that, the turn-off
here may be turning off the power or entering a dormant state
capable of being waked up remotely.

This embodiment provides a method for controlling APs,
where a network management server receives load informa-
tion on working APs in the same coverage area and judges a
current capacity according to the load information; when the
current capacity is larger than a preset upper capacity limit
and the current capacity is in a rising trend, the network
management server controls to turn on non-working APs in
the coverage area through a control device; when the current
capacity is smaller than a preset lower capacity limit and the
current capacity is in a non-rising trend, the network manage-
ment server controls to turn off a certain working AP by
sending a turn-off instruction message to the working AP,
which automatically controls to turn on or off APs in the same
coverage area according to the service traffic, utilizes
resources rationally, saves labor costs at the same time, and
improves the work efficiency.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart of yet another embodiment of a
method for controlling APs according to the present inven-
tion. As shown in FIG. 3, the embodiment of the present
invention provides a method for controlling APs. This
embodiment is on the basis of the above embodiments, where
APs in the same coverage area include a primary working AP
and one or more secondary APs, and the method specifically
includes the following steps.

Step 301: A network management server receives load
information on a primary working AP and secondary working
APs in a coverage area.

In this embodiment, APs in the coverage area are catego-
rized into a primary AP and secondary APs, where the pri-
mary AP is always in a working state, and some of the sec-
ondary APs are in a working state and some are in an idle
state. Therefore, the APs in the working state are categorized
into a primary working AP and secondary working APs, and
the APs in the idle state are non-working APs. The load
information received by the network management server is
load information on the primary working AP and the second-
ary working APs in the coverage area. The load information
may be reported to the network management server periodi-
cally through the primary working AP and the secondary
working APs respectively, or the network management server
sends a polling message to the primary working AP and the
secondary working APs actively, and load information on the
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primary working AP and at least one secondary working AP
is acquired through the polling message.

Step 302: The network management server judges accord-
ing to the load information whether a current overall capacity
of'the coverage area is larger than an upper limit of an overall
capacity and whether the current overall capacity is in a rising
trend, and: if the current overall capacity of the coverage area
is larger than the upper limit of an overall capacity and the
current overall capacity is in a rising trend, step 303 is per-
formed; if the current overall capacity of the coverage area is
not larger than the upper limit of an overall capacity and the
current overall capacity is not in a rising trend, step 304 is
performed.

The network management server acquires a current overall
capacity of the coverage area according to the received load
information on the primary working AP and the secondary
working APs, and the specific acquiring method may be the
method described in the above embodiments, that is, by judg-
ing a current overall capacity of the coverage area, judging
whether the current overall capacity is larger than an upper
limit of an overall capacity and whether the current overall
capacity is in a rising trend, that is, judging whether the
overall service traffic in the coverage area exceeds the preset
upper limit. If the current overall capacity is larger than the
upper limit of the overall capacity and the current overall
capacity is in the rising trend, step 303 is performed, and it is
required to control APs in the same coverage area and to share
the service traffic of the working APs by turning on standby
APs. If the current overall capacity does not exceed the upper
limit of the overall capacity, step 304 is performed, and it is
required to further judge the current overall capacity.

Step 303: The network management server sends a turn-on
instruction message to the primary working AP, and the pri-
mary working AP controls to turn on a non-working AP
designated by the turn-on instruction message.

When it is judged that a sum of current capacities of the
primary working AP and the secondary working APs in the
same coverage area is larger than a preset upper limit of an
overall capacity, it is indicated that the service traffic in the
coverage area is relatively large, and it is required to turn on
an AP in the idle state to share the load of the working APs, so
as to ensure the bandwidth demands of the users. The network
management server sends a turn-on instruction message to
the primary working AP, where the turn-on instruction mes-
sage includes identification information on the AP to be
turned on, such as unique device identification information or
a MAC address or a statically configured IP address, and the
primary working AP controls to turn on the non-working AP
according to the non-working AP designated by the turn-on
instruction message.

Specifically, the primary working AP controls to turn on
the non-working AP to be turned on in the following manner.

A control circuit in the primary working AP sends a turn-on
signal to the non-working AP designated by the turn-on
instruction message, and controls to turn on the non-working
AP by controlling a relay in the non-working AP. The primary
working AP includes a control circuit, and a CPU of the
primary working AP may send a turn-on signal to the control
circuit, so that a cable through which the control circuit is
connected to the non-working AP generates an electric pulse
or changed level, the electric pulse or changed level is output
through an electric signal output port of the primary working
AP, and a power switch relay of the non-working AP is closed,
thereby powering on the non-working AP. The primary work-
ing AP has multiple electric signal output ports, so as to
connect multiple non-working APs. It should be noted that,
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the specific implementation is well-known knowledge for
persons of ordinary skill in the art, and is not described in
detail here.

Alternatively, a remote wake-up frame is sent to the non-
working AP designated by the turn-on instruction message
through an Ethernet local area network switching circuit in
the primary working AP, and the non-working AP is con-
trolled to be turned on through the remote wake-up frame. An
Ethernet local area network switching circuit is embedded in
the primary working AP, and the Ethernet local area network
switching circuit has multiple Ethernet ports connected to
different non-working APs respectively. The non-working AP
also has an Ethernet port, and the Ethernet port supports the
remote wake-up function. The non-working AP is in a dor-
mant state when not working, but is not completely powered
off. The primary working AP sends a remote wake-up frame
to the Ethernet port of the non-working AP through the Eth-
ernet local area network switching circuit embedded in the
primarily working AP, and controls to power on a main circuit
of the non-working AP through the remote wake-up frame.

Alternatively, a ZigBee communication module in the pri-
mary working AP sends a ZigBee signal to a ZigBee commu-
nication module in the non-working AP designated by the
turn-on instruction message, and the non-working AP is con-
trolled to be turned on through the ZigBee signal. The primary
working AP and the non-working AP both include a ZigBee
communication module. The ZigBee communication module
of the non-working APs is powered by a battery or a power
adapter of the AP, and when the main circuit does not work,
the ZigBee communication module is still in the working
state. The ZigBee communication module of the primary
working AP may not use a battery to supply power, but uses
the same power supply with the main circuit, and when the
main circuit does not work, the ZigBee communication mod-
ule of the primary working AP does not need to work. The
CPU of the primary working AP sends the turn-on instruction
message to the ZigBee communication module included in
the CPU of the primary working AP, and the turn-on instruc-
tion message includes an address of the ZigBee communica-
tion module of the AP to be turned on. Also, device identifi-
cation information on the AP to be turned on may be sent to
the ZigBee communication module of the primary working
AP, and an address of the corresponding ZigBee communi-
cation module is queried according to the device identifica-
tion information. After receiving the turn-on instruction mes-
sage, the ZigBee communication module of the primary
working AP sends a message to the ZigBee communication
module of the non-working destination AP. After receiving
the turn-on instruction, the ZigBee communication module of
the non-working destination AP powers on the main circuit of
the non-working AP through an internal control circuit.

Step 304: The network management server judges accord-
ing to the load information whether the current overall capac-
ity of the coverage area is smaller than a lower limit of the
overall capacity and whether the current overall capacity is in
a non-rising trend, and: if the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is smaller than the lower limit of the overall
capacity and the current overall capacity is in a non-rising
trend, step 305 is performed; if the current overall capacity of
the coverage area is not smaller than the lower limit of the
overall capacity and the current overall capacity is not in a
non-rising trend, the process ends.

The network management server acquires the current over-
all capacity of the coverage area according to the received
load information on the primary working AP and the second-
ary working APs, and the specific acquiring method may be
the method described in the above embodiments, that is,
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judging the current overall capacity of the coverage area, and
after judging that the current overall capacity is smaller than
the preset upper limit of the overall capacity, continuing to
judge whether the current overall capacity is smaller than a
preset lower limit of the overall capacity and whether the
current overall capacity is in a non-rising trend, that is, judg-
ing whether the overall service traffic processed by the pri-
mary working AP and the secondary working APs in the
coverage area is lower than the preset lower limit. If the
current overall capacity is smaller than the preset lower limit
of the overall capacity and the current overall capacity is in
the non-rising trend, step 305 is performed, and it is required
to control APs in the same coverage area and turn off a certain
working AP to reduce a waste of resources. If the current
overall capacity is not lower than the preset lower capacity
limit, it indicates that the current service traffic is in a normal
state, and the process ends.

Alternatively, the network management server may also
judge the current capacity of each secondary working AP
respectively, and if a current capacity of a certain working AP
is smaller than the preset lower capacity limit, that is, the load
of the secondary working AP is always light, and the load of
the AP may be transferred to other working APs, a turn-off
instruction message may be sentto the secondary working AP
to turn it off.

Step 305: The network management server sends a turn-off
instruction message to the secondary working AP, and con-
trols to turn off the secondary working AP through the turn-
off instruction message.

When it is judged that the current overall capacity of the
primary working AP and the secondary working APs in the
same coverage area is smaller than the preset lower limit of
the overall capacity, it is indicated that the service traffic in the
coverage area is relatively small and the number of APs
turned on currently is relatively large, and it is required to turn
off a certain AP to save resources. Specifically, the network
management server uses a turn-off instruction message to
send an IP address of a secondary working AP to be turned
off. After receiving the turn-off instruction message, the sec-
ondary working AP firstly migrates users connected thereto to
a designated secondary working AP, and after completing the
user migration, the AP to be turned off may return a turn-off
response to the network management server to indicate that
the turn-off operation is completed, and then is turned off
automatically.

This embodiment provides a method for controlling APs,
where a network management server receives load informa-
tion on a primary working AP and secondary working APs,
and judges a current capacity according to the load informa-
tion; when the current capacity is larger than a preset upper
capacity limit, the network management server turns on one
non-working AP through the primary working AP; when the
current capacity is smaller than a preset lower capacity limit,
the network management server directly turns off a certain
non-working AP, which automatically controls to turn on or
off APs in the same coverage area according to the service
traffic, utilizes resources rationally, saves labor costs at the
same time, and improves the work efficiency.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart of still another embodiment of a
method for controlling APs according to the present inven-
tion. As shown in FIG. 4, the embodiment of the present
invention provides another method for controlling APs, and
the method provided by this embodiment is an AP autono-
mous method, which controls to turn on or off secondary APs
through a primary AP in a coverage area. The method spe-
cifically includes the following steps.
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Step 401: A primary working AP receives load information
on secondary working APs in a coverage area.

In this embodiment, the APs are categorized into a primary
AP and secondary APs. The APs in a working state include a
primary working AP and secondary working APs, and the
APs in an idle state are called non-working APs. The primary
working AP controls to turn on or off the secondary working
APs. The APs in the same coverage area are interconnected
through communication manners such as Ethernet, WiFi, and
ZigBee, and exchange load information there-between, and
when the load of one AP is relatively heavy, some of the users
therein may be migrated to other working APs, but when the
load of all the working APs is heavy, the bandwidth required
by the users cannot be satisfied through the user migration
among the APs. In this embodiment, the primary working AP
implements the function of the network management server
described in the foregoing embodiments, and may receive
load information on secondary working APs in the coverage
area. The load information may be reported to the primary
working AP periodically through the secondary working APs,
or the primary working AP actively sends a polling message
to the secondary working APs and load information on the
secondary working APs is acquired through the polling mes-
sage.

Step 402: The primary working AP judges a current overall
capacity of the coverage area according to the load informa-
tion on the secondary working APs and load information on
the primary working AP, and controls the APs in the coverage
area according to a judgment result.

The primary working AP judges a current overall capacity
of the coverage area according to the received load informa-
tion and load information on the primary working AP, and
when the current overall capacity of the coverage area is
larger than an upper limit of an overall capacity, the primary
working AP controls to turn on one non-working AP in the
coverage. Specifically, the primary working AP sends a turn-
on signal to one non-working AP in the coverage area, and
controls to turn on the non-working AP by controlling a relay
in the non-working AP through the turn-on signal. Alterna-
tively, the primary working AP sends a remote wake-up frame
to one non-working AP in the coverage area, and controls to
turn on the non-working AP through the remote wake-up
frame. Alternatively, the primary working AP sends a ZigBee
signal to a ZigBee communication module of one non-work-
ing AP in the coverage area through a ZigBee communication
module there, and controls to turn on the non-working AP
through the ZigBee signal. When the current overall capacity
of'the coverage area is smaller than a lower limit ofthe overall
capacity, the primary working AP sends a turn-off instruction
message to one secondary working AP in the coverage area
through the WiFi protocol, and controls to turn off the sec-
ondary working AP according to the turn-off instruction mes-
sage.

Alternatively, when it is judged that a current capacity of a
secondary working AP in the coverage area is smaller than a
lower capacity limit and that the current overall capacity of
the coverage area is in a non-rising trend, the secondary
working AP is controlled to be turned off. That is, if the
primary working AP finds that a capacity of a certain second-
ary working AP is always low, for example, the secondary
working AP has only one or two users, and finds that the
current overall capacity of the coverage area is not in a rising
trend, the primary working AP may send a turn-off instruction
message to the secondary working AP to control to turn off the
secondary working AP.

In this embodiment, the primary AP and the secondary APs
exchange load information through a WiFi channel. Cer-
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tainly, if an Ethernet remote wake-up technology is adopted
to enable the turn on the non-working AP during specific
implementation, Ethernet may also be used to exchange load
information between the primary AP and the secondary APs.
When the Ethernet remote wake-up technology is used, the
secondary APs in the idle state need to support a dormant
mode, when there is no load, the secondary APs enter the
dormant mode and support the Ethernet remote wake-up
technology, and when necessary, the primary working AP
turns on the non-working AP in the idle state by using the
Ethernet remote wake-up technology. Ethernet may also be
used to connect the primary AP and the secondary APs to
exchange load information, and the non-working AP is con-
trolled still through a pulse or level electric signal. At this
time, the primary AP and the secondary APs may implement
information interaction through category-5 cables, and the
category-5 cables have 4 pairs (8 wires) in total, where only 2
pairs (4 wires) are used in practice. Therefore, the primary AP
and the secondary APs may be connected by using one pair of
idle lines in the cables to serve as a turn-on control line, which
may save a connection cable.

This embodiment provides a method for controlling APs,
where a primary working AP receives load information on
working APs in the same coverage area, and judges a current
capacity according to the load information; when the current
capacity is larger than a preset upper capacity limit, the pri-
mary working AP controls to turn on a non-working AP in the
coverage area; when the current capacity is smaller than a
preset lower capacity limit, the primary working AP sends a
turn-off instruction message to secondary working AP to
control to turn off a certain secondary working AP, which
automatically controls to turn on or off APs in the same
coverage area according to the service ftraffic, utilizes
resources rationally, saves labor costs at the same time, and
improves the work efficiency.

FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of an embodiment
of a network management server according to the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 5, an embodiment of the present
invention provides a network management server, which spe-
cifically includes a first receiving module 501, a first judg-
ment module 502, and a first control module 503. The first
receiving module 501 receives load information on working
APs in a coverage area. The first judgment module 502 judges
a current overall capacity of the coverage area according to
the load information received by the first receiving module
501. The first control module 503 is configured to control APs
in the coverage area according to a judgment result of the first
judgment module 502.

Specifically, the first control module 503 may include a
first turn-on control unit 513 and a first turn-off control unit
523. The first turn-on control unit 513 is configured to control
to turn on one non-working AP in the coverage area when the
judgment result of the first judgment module 502 is that the
current overall capacity is larger than an upper limit of an
overall capacity. The first turn-off control unit 523 is config-
ured to control to turn off one working AP in the coverage area
when the judgment result of the first judgment module 502 is
that the current overall capacity is smaller than a lower limit
of the overall capacity. Specifically, the first turn-on control
unit 513 is specifically configured to control to turn on one
non-working AP in the coverage area when the judgment
result of the first judgment module 502 is that the current
overall capacity is larger than the upper limit of the overall
capacity and the current overall capacity is in a rising trend;
the first turn-off control unit 523 is specifically configured to
control to turn off one working AP in the coverage area when
the judgment result of the first judgment module 502 is that
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the current overall capacity is smaller than the lower limit of
the overall capacity and the current overall capacity is in a
non-rising trend. The first turn-off control unit 523 is specifi-
cally configured to control to turn off a certain working AP in
the coverage area by sending a turn-off instruction message to
the working AP when the judgment result of the first judg-
ment module 502 is that a capacity of the working AP is
smaller than a lower capacity limit and the current overall
capacity is in a non-rising trend. More specifically, the first
turn-on control unit 513 is configured to send a turn-on
instruction message to a control device and control to turn on
anon-working AP designated by the turn-on instruction mes-
sage through the control device when the judgment result of
the first judgment module 502 is that the current overall
capacity is larger than the upper limit of the overall capacity
and the current overall capacity is in the rising trend; the first
turn-off control unit 523 is specifically configured to control
to turn off one working AP in the coverage area by sending a
turn-off instruction message to the working AP when the
judgment result of the first judgment module 502 is that the
current overall capacity is smaller than the lower limit of the
overall capacity and the current overall capacity is in the
non-rising trend.

When acquiring the judgment result of the first judgment
module 502 that it is required to turn on a new non-working
AP, the first turn-on control unit 513 selects a candidate
non-working AP for turn-on processing. The details are spe-
cifically as follows: the first turn-on control unit 513 sends a
turn-on instruction message to the non-working AP, the turn-
on instruction message includes identification information on
the non-working AP to be turned on, and the identification
information may be a unique device identifier, a MAC
address, and an available static IP address of the non-working
AP. The turn-on instruction message may be sent to a control
device in an AP coverage area. The first turn-on control unit
513 may also directly send a remote wake-up frame to the
non-working AP to be turned on, and directly wake up the
non-working AP in a dormant state through the remote wake-
up frame. When acquiring the judgment result of the first
judgment module 502 that it is required to turn off a working
AP, the first turn-off control unit 523 sends a turn-off instruc-
tion message to the working AP designated by the first judg-
ment module 502 or a certain working AP selected by itself.
The turn-off instruction message may indicate a migration
destination working AP, so that the load on the working AP to
be turned off can be migrated to the migration destination
working AP before the working AP is turned off.

Alternatively, when the working APs include a primary
working AP and secondary working APs, the first receiving
module 501 is specifically configured to receive load infor-
mation on the primary working AP and the secondary work-
ing APs inthe coverage area. The first turn-on control unit 513
is further specifically configured to send a turn-on instruction
message to a primary working AP and control to turn on a
non-working AP designated by the turn-on instruction mes-
sage through the primary working AP when the judgment
result of the first judgment module 502 is that the current
overall capacity is larger than the upper limit of the overall
capacity and the current overall capacity is in the rising trend.
The first turn-off control unit 523 is specifically configured to
control to turn off one secondary working AP in the coverage
area by sending a turn-off instruction message to the second-
ary working AP through the primary working AP when the
judgment result of the first judgment module 502 is that that
the current overall capacity is smaller than the lower limit of
the overall capacity and the current overall capacity is in the
non-rising trend. The first turn-off control unit 523 is further
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specifically configured to control to turn oft a certain second-
ary working AP in the coverage area by sending a turn-off
instruction message to the secondary working AP when the
judgment result of the first judgment module 502 is that that
a capacity of the secondary working AP is smaller than a
lower capacity limit and the current overall capacity is in the
non-rising trend.

This embodiment provides a network management server,
which automatically controls to turn on or off APs in the same
coverage area according to the service ftraffic, utilizes
resources rationally, saves labor costs at the same time, and
improves the work efficiency by setting a first receiving mod-
ule, a first judgment module, and a first control module.

FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of an embodiment
of'a primary working AP according to the present invention.
As shown in FIG. 6, an embodiment of the present invention
provides a primary working AP. Working APs in this embodi-
ment are categorized as the primary working AP and second-
ary working AP, where the primary working AP includes a
second receiving module 601, a second judgment module
602, and a second control module 603. The second receiving
module 601 is configured to receive load information on
secondary working APs in a coverage area, and the load
information may be reported to the primary working AP
periodically through the secondary working APs, or the pri-
mary working AP sends a polling message to the secondary
working APs and acquires the load information on the sec-
ondary working APs through the polling message. The sec-
ond judgment module 602 is configured to judge a current
overall capacity of the coverage area according to load infor-
mation on the primary working AP and the load information
on the secondary working APs received by the second receiv-
ing module 601.

Specifically, the second control module 603 in this embodi-
ment may specifically include a second turn-on control unit
613 and a second turn-off control unit 623. The second turn-
on control unit 613 is configured to control to turn on one
non-working AP in the coverage area when the judgment
result of the second judgment module 602 is that the current
overall capacity is larger than an upper limit of an overall
capacity. The second turn-off control unit 623 is configured to
control to turn off one secondary working AP in the coverage
area when the judgment result of the second judgment mod-
ule 602 is that the current overall capacity is smaller than a
lower limit of an overall capacity. More specifically, the sec-
ond turn-on control unit 613 is specifically configured to
control to turn on one non-working AP in the coverage area
when the judgment result of the second judgment module 602
is that the current overall capacity is larger than the upper
limit of the overall capacity and the current overall capacity is
in a rising trend. Specifically, a non-working AP is controlled
to be turned on by controlling a relay in the non-working AP
through a turn-on signal, or the non-working AP is controlled
to be turned on through a remote wake-up frame or a ZigBee
signal. The second turn-off control unit 623 is specifically
configured to control to turn off one secondary working AP in
the coverage areca when the judgment result of the second
judgment module 602 is that the current overall capacity is
smaller than the lower limit of the overall capacity and the
current overall capacity is in a non-rising trend. Specifically,
aturn-off instruction message is sent to one secondary work-
ing AP in the coverage area through the WiFi protocol, and the
secondary working AP is controlled to be turned off through
the turn-off instruction message.

This embodiment provides a primary working AP, which
automatically controls to turn on or off APs in the same
coverage area according to the service ftraffic, utilizes
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resources rationally, saves labor costs at the same time, and
improves the work efficiency by setting a second receiving
module, a second judgment module, and a second control
module.

FIG. 7 is a schematic structural diagram of an embodiment
of'alocal area network switch according to the present inven-
tion. As shown in FIG. 7, an embodiment of the present
invention provides a local area network switch, which
includes a control device 704, and further includes a commu-
nication interface 701 connected to a network management
server, a downlink network port 702 connected to a commu-
nication port of the control device 704, and an output port 703
multiplexed with a control port 724 of the control device 704.
The control port 724 of the control device 704 outputs a pulse
or level signal by using two idle lines in the rest downlink
network ports 702 of the local area network switch.

In this embodiment, a control device is embedded into a
local area network switch, and a turn-on pulse is transmitted
by using a pair of twisted pair cables that are not used in the
network cable as the control line. FIG. 8 is a schematic struc-
tural diagram of a control device in an embodiment of the
local area network switch according to the present invention.
The control device at least includes a CPU 801, a communi-
cation port 802 connected to the network management server,
and at least one control port 803 connected to APs respec-
tively. The control device receives a turn-on instruction mes-
sage sent by the network management server through the
communication port 802, and controls to turn on a non-work-
ing AP in a coverage area through the control port 803 accord-
ing to the turn-on instruction message. The communication
port 802 is connected to a network, and receives the turn-on
instruction from the network management server. The control
port 803 is connected to the AP, and is configured to control to
turn-on the AP. When the control device starts the AP by
means of pulse or level, in fact, the outside of the control port
803 is an ordinary cable connection terminal. When the con-
trol device uses an Ethernet port to send a remote wake-up
frame to start the AP, the control port 803 is a network port. It
should be noted that, the control device provided by this
embodiment further includes modules or components such as
a memory, which is not shown in FIG. 8, but should be
understood by persons skilled in the art.

Specifically, in order to further illustrate the control of the
control device over turn-on of APs by using the ZigBee tech-
nology, FIG. 9 shows a schematic diagram of a connection
mode in an embodiment of the control device in an embodi-
ment of the local area network switch according to the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 9, the control device at least
includes an uplink communication port 901, a CPU 902, and
a ZigBee communication module 903. The control device
receives a turn-on instruction message from the network man-
agement server through the communication port 901, where
the turn-on instruction message, after being processed by the
CPU 902 of the control device, sends necessary information
on a non-working AP to turned on, for example, device iden-
tifier, or information on a MAC address of a ZigBee commu-
nication module 905 in the non-working AP to be turned on,
to the ZigBee communication module 903 of the control
device through an internal circuit of the control device. If the
information obtained by the ZigBee communication module
903 of the control device does not include the MAC address of
the ZigBee communication module 905 in the non-working
AP to be turned on but includes identification information on
the non-working AP to be turned on, the ZigBee communi-
cation module 903 of the control device looks up a table to
obtain the MAC address of the ZigBee communication mod-
ule 905 corresponding to an identifier of the destination non-
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working AP. The ZigBee communication module 903 of the
control device sends the turn-on instruction message to the
ZigBee communication module 905 of the destination AP
through a wireless link 904 in the form of a ZigBee signal.
The ZigBee communication module 905 of the AP is respon-
sible for receiving the ZigBee signal sent by the control
device. After receiving the turn-on instruction message, the
ZigBee communication module 905 of the AP sends a pulse
orlevel signal to a turn-on circuit 906 ofthe AP, so as to power
on a main circuit of the AP.

Still as shown in FIG. 7, the communication port 701 of the
local area network switch is accessed to the network through
an uplink 705, and the local area network switch receives
messages from the network and sends messages to the net-
work through its communication port 701, including receiv-
ing a control instruction from the network management
server. Multiple downlink network ports 702 is included in
the local area network switch, where some are connected to
the external output port 703 to connect multiple Ethernet
devices. Another downlink network port 702 is connected to
the communication interface 714 of the control device 704
through an internal connection line 706, and the communica-
tion interface 714 of the control device 704 is also an Ethernet
interface. The control device 704 may work as an independent
device, which has its own MAC address and IP address. The
control port 724 of the control device 704 is also connected to
the output port 703 of the local area network switch through
two internal lines respectively. The output port 703 of the
local area network switch is connected to the external Ether-
net devices by category-5 cables 707. The category-5 cables
707 have 4 pairs (8 wires) in total, but not all of them are used.
Therefore, one pair of idle lines can be used as an external
connection of the control port 724 of the control device 704.
At the AP side, an Ethernet interface 718 of the AP and a
turn-on control circuit 728 are connected to a network port
738 of the AP in the same way through network cables. It
should be noted that, the local area network switch shown in
FIG. 7 further includes devices and circuits such asa CPU and
a memory, which are not shown in FIG. 7, but should be
understood by persons skilled in the art.

This embodiment provides a local area network switch,
where the control device is embedded into the local area
network switch, so as to save the space occupied by superfiu-
ous physical devices, and meanwhile, automatically controls
to turn on APs in the same coverage area when the service
traffic is relatively small, utilizes resources rationally, saves
labor costs at the same time, and improves the work effi-
ciency.

FIG. 10 is a schematic structural diagram of one embodi-
ment of a system for controlling APs according to the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 10, an embodiment of the present
invention provides a system for controlling APs, where the
system includes a network management server 1001, one or
more working APs 1002, and one or more non-working APs
1003. The network management server 1001 is configured to
receive load information on the one or more working APs
1002 in a coverage area, judge a current overall capacity of the
coverage area according to the load information, and send a
turn-off instruction message or turn-on instruction message
according to a judgment result. When judging that a current
capacity is larger than an upper capacity limit, the network
management server 1001 controls to turn on one non-working
AP 1003 in the coverage area; when judging that the current
capacity is smaller than a lower capacity limit, the network
management server 1001 controls to turn off one working AP
1002 in the coverage area. The one or more working APs 1002
are configured to send the load information to the network
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management server 1001, and be turned off under control of
the network management server 1001. The one or more non-
working APs 1003 are configured to be turned on under
control of the network management server 1001.

Furthermore, the system for controlling APs provided by
this embodiment further includes a control device 1004, con-
figured to receive the turn-on instruction message sent by the
network management server 1001, and control to turn on a
non-working AP 1003 designated by the turn-on instruction
message according to the turn-on instruction message. The
control device 1004 controls to turn on the non-working AP
1003 by sending a turn-on signal, a remote wake-up frame, or
a ZigBee signal to the non-working AP 1003 designated by
the turn-on instruction message.

This embodiment provides a system for controlling APs,
which automatically controls to turn on or off APs in the same
coverage area according to the service traffic, utilizes
resources rationally, saves labor costs at the same time, and
improves the work efficiency through a network management
server and a control device.

FIG. 11 is a schematic structural diagram of another
embodiment of the system for controlling APs according to
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 11, this embodiment
provides another system for controlling APs, including a pri-
mary working AP 1101, one or more secondary working APs
1102, and one or more non-working APs 1103. The primary
working AP 1101 is configured to receive first load informa-
tion on the secondary working APs 1102 in a coverage area,
and judge a current overall capacity of the coverage area
according to the first load information and load information
on the primary working AP 1101. When judging that the
current overall capacity is larger than an upper limit of an
overall capacity, the primary working AP 1101 controls to
turn on one non-working AP 1103 in the coverage area; when
judging that the current overall capacity is smaller than a
lower limit of the overall capacity, the primary working AP
1101 controls to turn off one secondary working AP 1102.
The secondary working APs 1102 are configured to send the
load information to the primary working AP 1101, and be
turned off under control of the primary working AP 1101. The
non-working APs 1103 are configured to be turned on under
control of the primary working AP 1101.

Furthermore, the primary working AP 1101 controls to turn
on the non-working AP 1103 by sending a turn-on signal, a
remote wake-up frame, or a ZigBee signal to the non-working
AP 1103. The primary working AP 1101 sends a turn-off
instruction message to one secondary working AP 1102 in the
coverage area through the WiF1i protocol, and controls to turn
off the secondary working AP 1102 according to the turn-off
instruction message.

This embodiment provides a system for controlling APs,
where a primary working AP controls to turn on or off other
APs in a coverage area according to load information on APs
in the coverage area, which automatically controls to turn on
or off APs in the same coverage area according to the service
traffic, utilizes resources rationally, saves labor costs at the
same time, and improves the work efficiency.

Finally, it should be noted that the above embodiments are
merely provided for describing the technical solutions of the
present invention, but are not intended to limit the present
invention. Although the present invention has been described
in detail with reference to the embodiments, it should be
understood by persons of ordinary skill in the art that: modi-
fications may still be made to the technical solutions
described in the above embodiments, or equivalent replace-
ments may still be made to some technical features, and these
modifications and replacements do not make the essence of
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corresponding technical solutions depart from the spirit and
scope of the technical solutions in the embodiments of the
present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling access points (APs) operating
within a Wireless Fidelity (WiFi) network, comprising:

receiving by a management server, load information on

working APs in a coverage area, wherein the manage-
ment server and the working APs in the coverage area are
within the same WiFi network;

judging by the management server, a current overall capac-

ity of the coverage area according to the load informa-
tion; and
controlling by the management server, APs in the coverage
area according to a judgment result, wherein the control-
ling of the APs in the coverage area comprising the
management server performing one of:
when it is judged that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is greater than a upper limit of the
overall capacity and that the current overall capacity
of the coverage area is a rising trend, directly turning
on a non-working AP in the coverage area by sending
a first remote wake-up frame or sending a first ZigBee
signal to a ZigBee communication module of the non-
working AP; and
when it is judged that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is smaller than a lower limit of the
overall capacity and that the current overall capacity
of the coverage area is a non-rising trend, directly
turning off a working AP in the coverage area by
directly sending a first turn-off instruction message to
the working AP in WiFi protocol.
2. The method for controlling APs according to claim 1,
wherein the controlling to turn on the non-working AP in the
coverage area comprises: the management server sending a
first turn-on instruction message to a control device through
an unused pair of wires in a cable connecting between the
management server and the control device, wherein the con-
trol device is a separate network switch within the same
coverage area, but remotely located from the management
server, and controlling to turn on the non-working AP desig-
nated by the first turn-on instruction message through the
control device.
3. The method for controlling APs according to claim 2,
wherein the controlling to turn on the non-working AP des-
ignated by the first turn-on instruction message through the
control device comprises one of:
sending a first turn-on signal to the non-working AP des-
ignated by the first turn-on instruction message through
the control device, and controlling to turn on the non-
working AP by controlling a relay in the non-working
AP through the first turn-on signal;

sending a second remote wake-up frame to the non-work-
ing AP designated by the first turn-on instruction mes-
sage through the control device, and controlling to turn
on the non-working AP through the second remote
wake-up frame; or

sending a second ZigBee signal to a ZigBee communica-

tion module of the non-working AP designated by the
first turn-on instruction message through the ZigBee
communication module of the control device, and con-
trolling to turn on the non-working AP through the sec-
ond ZigBee signal.

4. The method for controlling APs according to claim 1,
wherein:

the working APs comprises a primary working AP and

secondary working APs;
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the secondary working APs reporting respective load infor-

mation to the primary working AP, and

the primary working AP reporting own load information

and the load information on the secondary working APs
to the management server; and the controlling to turn on
the non-working AP in the coverage area comprises:
the management server sending a second turn-on instruc-
tion message directly to the primary working AP, and
the primary working AP controlling through sending a
third remote wake-up frame or a third ZigBee signal to
turn on the non-working AP designated by the second
turn-on instruction message.
5. The method for controlling APs according to claim 4,
wherein the controlling to turn off the working AP in the
coverage area comprises: controlling to turn off one second-
ary working AP in the coverage area by the primary AP
sending a second turn-off instruction message to the second-
ary working AP in WiFi protocol.
6. The method for controlling APs according to claim 4,
wherein the controlling to turn on the non-working AP des-
ignated by the second turn-on instruction message through
the primary working AP comprises the primary AP perform-
ing one of:
sending a second turn-on signal to the non-working AP
designated by the second turn-on instruction message
through a control circuit in the primary working AP, and
controlling to turn on the non-working AP by controlling
a relay in the non-working AP;

sending the third remote wake-up frame to the non-work-
ing AP designated by the second turn-on instruction
message through an Ethernet local area network switch-
ing circuit in the primary working AP, and controlling to
turn on the non-working AP through the third remote
wake-up frame; or
sending the third ZigBee signal to the ZigBee communi-
cation module of the non-working AP designated by the
second turn-on instruction message through a ZigBee
communication module in the primary working AP, and
controlling to turn on the non-working AP through the
third ZigBee signal.
7. A method for controlling access points (APs) operating
within a Wireless Fidelity (WiF1i) network, comprising:
receiving, by a primary working AP, load information on
secondary working APs in a coverage area, wherein the
primary working AP and the secondary working APs are
within the same coverage area of the WiFi network;

judging, by the primary working AP, a current overall
capacity of the coverage area according to own load
information and the load information on the secondary
working APs; and

controlling, by the primary working AP, APs in the cover-

age area according to a judgment result, wherein the

controlling of the APs in the coverage area comprising

the primary working AP performing one of:

when it is judged that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is greater than a upper limit of the
overall capacity and that the current overall capacity
of the coverage area is a rising trend, directly turning
on a non-working AP in the coverage area by sending
aremote wake-up frame or sending a ZigBee signal to
a ZigBee communication module of the non-working
AP; and

when it is judged that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is smaller than a lower limit of the
overall capacity and that the current overall capacity
of the coverage area is a non-rising trend, directly
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turning off a working AP in the coverage area by
sending a turn-oft instruction message to the working
AP in WiFi protocol.

8. The method for controlling APs according to claim 7,
wherein the controlling by the primary working AP to turn on
the non-working AP in the coverage area comprises one of:

sending, by the primary working AP, a turn-on signal to the
non-working AP in the coverage area, and controlling to
turn on the non-working AP by controlling a relay in the
non-working AP through the turn-on signal; or sending,
by the primary working AP, a remote wake-up frame to
the non-working AP in the coverage area, and control-
ling to turn on the non-working AP through the remote
wake-up frame; or

sending, by the primary working AP, a ZigBee signal to a
ZigBee communication module of the non-working AP
in the coverage area through a ZigBee communication
module of the primary working AP, and controlling to
turn on the non-working AP through the ZigBee signal.

9. The method for controlling APs according to claim 7,
wherein the controlling by the primary working AP to turn off
one secondary working AP in the coverage areca comprises:
controlling, by the primary working AP, to turn off one sec-
ondary working AP in the coverage area by sending a turn-off
instruction message to the secondary working AP through the
Wireless Fidelity (WiFi) protocol.

10. A network management server operating within a Wire-
less Fidelity (WiF1) network, comprising:

a first receiving module, configured to receive load infor-
mation on working access points (APs) in a coverage
area, wherein the network management server and the
working APs in the coverage area are within the same
WiFi network;

a first judgment module, configured to judge a current
overall capacity of the coverage area according to the
load information received by the first receiving module;
and

a first control module, configured to control APs in the
coverage area according to a judgment result of the first
judgment module, wherein the first control module com-
prises:

a first turn-on control unit, configured to when it is
judged that the current overall capacity of the cover-
age area is in a greater than a upper limit of the overall
capacity and that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is a rising trend, directly turn on a
non-working AP in the coverage area by sending a
first remote wake-up frame or sending a first ZigBee
signal to a ZigBee communication module of the non-
working AP; and

a first turn-off control unit, configured to when it is
judged that the current overall capacity of the cover-
age area is in a smaller than a lower limit of the overall
capacity and that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is a non-rising trend, directly turn off a
working AP in the coverage area by directly sending a
first turn-off instruction message to the working AP in
WiFi protocol.

11. The network management server according to claim 10,
wherein:

the first turn-on control unit is specifically configured to
send a first turn-on instruction message to a control
device through an unused pair of wires in a cable con-
necting between the management server and the control
device, wherein the control device is a separate network
switch within the same coverage area, but remotely
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located from the management server, and control to turn

on the non-working AP designated by the first turn-on

instruction message.

12. The network management server according to claim 10,
wherein: the working AP comprises a primary working AP
and secondary working APs, the secondary working APs
report respective load information to the primary working AP,
and the first receiving module is specifically configured to
receive through the primary AP load information on both the
primary working AP and the secondary working APs in the
coverage area;

the first turn-on control unit is specifically configured to
send a second turn-on instruction message directly to the
primary working AP and control to turn on the non-
working AP through sending a second remote wake-up
frame or a second ZigBee signal designated by the sec-
ond turn-on instruction message when the judgment
result of the first judgment module is that the current
overall capacity is larger than the upper limit of the
overall capacity and the current overall capacity is in the
rising trend; and

the first turn-off control unit is specifically configured to
control to turn off one secondary working AP in the
coverage area by sending a second turn-off instruction
message to the secondary working AP through the pri-
mary working AP when the judgment result of the first
judgment module is that the current overall capacity is
smaller than the lower limit of the overall capacity and
the current overall capacity is in the non-rising trend.

13. A primary working access point (AP) operating within
a Wireless Fidelity (WiF1) network, comprising:

a receiving module, configured to receive load information
on secondary working APs in a coverage area, wherein
the primary working AP and the secondary APs in the
coverage area are within the same WiFi network;

a judgment module, configured to judge a current overall
capacity of the coverage area according to load informa-
tion on the primary working AP and the load information
on the secondary working APs received by the receiving
module; and

a control module, configured to control APs of the cover-
age area according to a judgment result of the judgment
module, wherein the control module comprises:

a turn-on control unit, configured to when it is judged
that the current overall capacity of the coverage area is
greater than a upper limit of the overall capacity and
that the current overall capacity of the coverage area is
a rising trend, directly turns on a non-working AP in
the coverage area by sending a remote wake-up frame
or sending a ZigBee signal to a ZigBee communica-
tion module of the non-working AP; and

a turn-off control unit, configured to when it is judged
that the current overall capacity of the coverage area is
smaller than a lower limit of the overall capacity and
that the current overall capacity of the coverage area is
a non-rising trend, directly turns off a working AP in
the coverage area by sending a turn-off instruction
message to the working AP in WiF1i protocol.

14. A system for controlling access points (APs) operating
within a Wireless Fidelity (WiF1i) network, comprising:

a network management server, configured to receive load
information on one or more working APs in a coverage
area, wherein the management server and the one or
more working APs in the coverage area are within the
same WiFi network, judge a current overall capacity of
the coverage area according to the load information,
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wherein the controlling of the APs in the coverage area
comprising the management server performing one of:
when it is judged that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is in a greater than a upper limit of the
overall capacity and that the current overall capacity
of the coverage area is a rising trend, directly turning
on a non-working AP in the coverage area by sending
a first remote wake-up frame or sending a first ZigBee
signal to a ZigBee communication module of the non-
working AP; and
when it is judged that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is in a smaller than a lower limit of the
overall capacity and that the current overall capacity
of the coverage area is a non-rising trend, directly
turning off a working AP in the coverage area by
directly sending a first turn-off instruction message to
the working AP in WiFi protocol;
the one or more working APs, configured to send the load
information to the network management server, and be
directly turned off by the network management server
according to the turn-off instruction message; and
the one or more non-working APs, configured to be directly
turned on by the network management server according
to the turn-on instruction message.
15. The system for controlling APs according to claim 14,

further comprising:

a control device, configured to receive the turn-on instruc-
tion message sent by the network management server
through an unused pair of wires in a cable connecting
between the management server and the control device,
wherein the control device is a separate network switch
within the same coverage area, but remotely located
from the management server, and control to turn on the
non-working AP designated by the turn-on instruction
message according to the turn-on instruction message.

16. The system for controlling APs according to claim 15,

wherein the control device controls to turn on the non-work-
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ing AP by sending a turn-on signal, a second remote wake-up
frame, or a second ZigBee signal to the non-working AP
designated by the turn-on instruction message.

17. A system for controlling access points (APs) operating

within a Wireless Fidelity (WIFI) network, comprising:
a primary working AP, configured to receive first load
information on secondary working APs in a coverage
area, wherein the primary working AP and the secondary
working Aps in the coverage area are within the same
WiFi network, judge a current overall capacity of the
coverage area according to the first load information and
own load information, and control APs in the coverage
area according to a judgment result, wherein the control-
ling of the APs in the coverage area comprising the
primary AP performing one of:
when it is judged that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is greater than a upper limit of the
overall capacity and that the current overall capacity
of the coverage area is a rising trend, directly turning
on a non-working AP in the coverage area by sending
aremote wake-up frame or sending a ZigBee signal to
a ZigBee communication module of the non-working
AP; and

when it is judged that the current overall capacity of the
coverage area is smaller than a lower limit of the
overall capacity and that the current overall capacity
of the coverage area is a non-rising trend, directly
turning off a working AP in the coverage area by
sending a turn-off instruction message to the working
AP in WiFi protocol;

one or more of the secondary working APs, configured to
send the first load information to the primary working
AP, and be turned off under control of the primary work-
ing AP; and

one or more non-working APs, configured to be turned on
under control of the primary working AP.

#* #* #* #* #*



